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This thematic issue of Meta is — as far as we know — the
first and only extensive volume dedicated to the intellectual ties
between Paul Ricceur and Jan Patocka. It examines the
convergences and mutual inspirations to be found in the works
of both thinkers. Jan Patocka (1907-1977) and Paul Ricceur
(1913-2005) are both eminent representatives of the so-called
“second generation” of phenomenology and crucial figures for
the development of 20th century phenomenological and
hermeneutical philosophy.

The main goal of this issue is twofold: on the one hand, it
intends to highlight the potentials resulting from a synopsis of
both thinkers and from the imbuing intersections of their
thought, while on the other hand it depicts exemplary
strategies of how to apply their phenomenological insights to

i Ludger Hagedorn’s work on the issue was carried out in the frame of the
research project “The Return of Religion as a Challenge to Thought” (I 2785)
granted by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF).

Paul Marinescu’s work on this issue is part of the research project “The
Structures of Conflict: A Phenomenological Approach to Violence”, Project
Code: PN-III-P4-ID-PCE-2016-0273 — financed by UEFISCDI and carried out
at the the Research Institute of the University of Bucharest (ICUB).
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lived human existence in the vast fields of history, religion, and
politics, as well as in regard to practical issues such as memory,
culture, and ethics. Both goals are reflected in the issue’s title
which not only presents Patocka and Ricceur as “philosophical
interlocutors”, but takes their ideas as an inspiration to further
“explore the undisclosed meanings of time, history, and
existence.” Published in 2017, this issue also commemorates the
110th birthday of Jan Patocka and the 40th anniversary of his
death. This, however, is not meant to indicate any preference
given to one thinker over the other — quite on the contrary: it is
a highly remarkable feature of all the contributions selected for
this volume that the authors deal with both philosophers quite
evenly at a high level of scholarly expertise.

Background & Context

So far there has been relatively little research on the
philosophical intersections between the works of Ricoeur and
Patocka. The few existing studies have approached the topic
either by way of comparing a neatly delimited aspect of their
thought or by pursuing a more biographical interest without
adequately addressing the philosophical dimensions. This
second aspect (the biographical interest) was also induced by
Paul Ricceur himself who, shortly after Patocka’s death,
published an article in Le Monde entitled “Jan Patocka, le
philosophe—-résistant” (March 19th, 1977). Not only did it reveal
to a broader readership the truth about the tragic death of the
Czech philosopher, it also portrayed his destiny as the
exemplary case of a philosopher whose life and moral
convictions are inseparable from his thought. In this article,
Ricoeur did his best to highlight Patocka’s emphasis of the
moral life and his appeal to reason as a highly remarkable (and
disturbing) legacy for Western philosophers whose efforts at
that time were — as Ricoeur puts it — mainly directed at getting
rid of moralism and at deconstructing reason.

Yet Paul Ricceur undoubtedly also has the merit of being
one of the very first leading international philosophers who
significantly contributed to the recognition of Patocka’s
phenomenological thought. His “Préface” to the French
translation of the Heretical Essays in the Philosophy of History,
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published in 1981, represented a fundamental text for Patocka’s
reception in the philosophical community at that time and
continues to do so decades later. It is here where Patocka is
rightfully situated within the phenomenological tradition, in
the lineage of Husserl, Heidegger, and Arendt. It is here that a
comparison between Merleau-Ponty’s The Visible and the
Invisible and Patocka’s last writings is drawn for the first time
— a comparison that has been more intensely debated over the
past years. And finally, it 1s here that Patocka’s
phenomenological heresies are clearly identified as original and
profound manners of thinking the body-world relationship and
the meaning of history.

These are not the only texts Ricoeur devoted to the Czech
philosopher. From 1981 to 2000, he continued to write
introductions (such as the entry to the Encyclopaedia
Universalis) and comprehensive studies of Patocka’s work, from
the difficult encounter of a theory that assumes the
problematicity of all meaning with the spectre of nihilism (“Jan
Patocka et le nihilisme”), to the intersection between two major
issues that dominate Patocka’s philosophy, namely the bodily
presence in the world and the violence present in history (“Jan
Patocka: de la philosophie du monde naturel a la philosophie de
Ihistoire”). Moreover, one may still add two other texts that,
although not directly referring to Patocka, can be situated in
the horizon of the relationship between the two philosophers.
The first is the public lecture that Ricceur held within the series
of The Patocka Memorial Lectures at the Institute for Human
Sciences in Vienna, dedicated to “The Person: Its Ethical and
Moral Structure” (1990), and the second is a presentation in
Prague at an international congress for the abolition of torture,
the title of which (“Fragile identité: respect de 'autre et identité
culturelle”, 2000) subtly reveals one of its most inspirational
sources — Patocka.

However, the relationship between the two thinkers is
by far not univocal: even though he did not write about Ricceur,
Patocka intensely read his works and manifested a strong
interest especially in the hermeneutics of the symbol and the
hermeneutical critique of transcendental idealism. This can be
seen clearly in his correspondence (as in the letters to Krzysztof
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Michalski), but also in the spirit of some of the objections
Patocka addressed to Husserl (e.g. in regards to consciousness
as the site of pre-scientific life) and Heidegger, (the pre-
eminence of Care or Sorge over other existential and unjustly
ignored dimensions, such as action and corporeality).

We would like to thank the authors, the peer reviewers
who must remain anonymous, and the editorial board of the
Meta journal for hosting this issue.

Vienna and Bucharest,
November 2017

Ludger Hagedorn is Head of Program at the Institute for Human Sciences
(IWM) in Vienna. After studying Philosophy, Mathematics, and Slavic
Languages in Berlin at Technical University (TU) and Free University (FU),
he obtained his doctoral degree from TU Berlin in 2002. For many years he
has been actively involved in Research at the IWM. Hagedorn was also holder
of the Purkyné-Fellowship awarded by the Czech Academy of Sciences. As a
lecturer, he has worked at Gutenberg-University Mainz and, for a number of
years, at Charles University in Prague. He has also been a Guest Lecturer at
Sodertorns Hogskola (Stockholm) in 2010 and in recent years at NYU Berlin.
Fields of research include Modernity and Secularization, Phenomenology,
Political Philosophy, Philosophical Concepts of Europe, Nietzsche’s
Philosophy, Czech and Slavic Thought. Recent Publications: Religion, War
and the Crisis of Modernity, Special Issue of the New Yearbook for
Phenomenology and Phenomenological Philosophy, ed. by James Dodd and
Ludger Hagedorn, vol. XIV/2015, London/New York: Routledge. Violence &
the Gift: Challenging Continental Philosophy of Religion, Special Issue of the
Journal for Cultural and Religious Theory (JCRT), vol. 15, no. 1, Fall 2015
(with Jason W. Alvis and Michael Staudigl). “Europe’s 20t century: History of
Wars and War as History”, in: Darian Meacham/Francesco Tava (eds.),
Thinking After Europe: Patocka and Politics, London: Rowman & Littlefield
International 2016, 331-46. ,Europa da Capo al Fine. Jan Patockas
nacheuropéische Reflexionen,“ in: Transit. Europdische Revue, no. 47,
Frankfurt: Verlag Neue Kritik 2015, 30-44.

Address:

Ludger Hagedorn

Institute for Human Sciences (IWM)
Spittelauer Liande 3

A-1090 Vienna / Austria

Email: hagedorn@iwm.at

382



Ludger Hagedorn & Paul Marinescu / Exploring the Undisclosed Meanings of Time...

Paul Marinescu has a PhD at the University of Bucharest and the
University Lyon 3, with a thesis on “The Universality of Hermeneutics”. From
2011 to 2015, he worked as researcher at the Alexandru Dragomir — Institute
for Philosophy, Romania, within different postdoctoral research projects. In
2015, he was fellow of the French Government & Fondation Maison Sciences de
'Homme. From 2013, he is member of the board of the Studia
Phaenomenologica journal. He published articles in international journals
(Archivio di Filosofia, Ricoeur Studies, International Journal for Philosophy
and Theology). He coedited Studia Phaenomenologica’s issue (2013)
consecrated to Paul Ricoeur Centenary, On the Proper Use of Phenomenology.
Coeditor of two collective volumes: Timp, memorie si traditie. Studii de
fenomenologia istoriei [Time, Memory and Tradition. Studies in the
Phenomenology of History] (2012) and Figuri ale vulnerabilitatii existentiale.
De la uitarea de sine la uitarea fiintei [Figures of Existential Vulnerability.
From the Self-oblivion to the Oblivion of Being] (2014). He translated into
Romanian books by Paul Ricoeur, Eric de Rus and Jean Sevillia. He is author
of the book (forthcoming): Temps et compréhension. Universalité et différence
herméneutique de Heidegger a Marion. His main areas of research are:
Hermeneutics, Phenomenology and Historiography.

Address:

Paul Marinescu

The Research Institute of the University of Bucharest

1 Dimitrie Brandza St., RO-060102, Bucharest, Romania
Email: paul.marinescu@phenomenology.ro

383



